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Afamedabad Club where all the lawyers congregat-
ed, the Mahatma was the running topic of
amusement. There appeared something comic
about a mild-mannered ex-barrister hurling
defiance at the mighty British Empire with the
weapons of truth and non-violent resistence,
Vallabhbhai freely joined in making fun of the
Mahatma* When Gandhiji on one occasion
ventured in the Ahmedabad Club to explain his
ideas there, Vallabhbhai completely ignored him
and sat in one corner of the house playing cards
with a sarcastic smile playing on his lips,
VaHabhbhafs decision to join forces witri
Mahatma Gandhi came as a surprise for not a
few of his associates. He was net a man who was
likely to be swept off his feet. His past was a
witness to that. With unfaltering steps and
aamsing determination he had made his way to
the front. As a schoolboy he had been tfee des-
pair of all his teachers and had to change schools
repeatedly, for no teacher could curb his
rebellious spirits, Education completed, he set up
as a lawyer. He had a marked preference for
criminal cases. The intricacies of the Civil Law
left Mm cold* He was at his best defending cases
of murder, dacoity and loot. Soon his name
became a terror even for the judiciary. To escape
him the Resident Magistrate's Court was shifted
from Borsad to Anand and when Vallabhbhai set
up practice in Anand, the Court was again,
transferred to Borsad!